CEPT will join study of
cities’ unplanned growth

The idea is to

' balance rapid
urbanisation
with sustainable
development

Dayananda Meitei

Ahmedabad's Centre for
Environmental Planning
and Technology (CEPT),
and School of Planning and
Architecture (SPAY will be
part of a pilot research
team which will study var-

| ious problems arising out of

unplanned expansion of
cities. The research project
would be conducted in two
cities and would look for a
better form of development
of the cities with better sus-
tainability, Apart frrom the
students of the two institu-
tions, the team will also con-
sist of studenis (rom the Ma-
tional Institute of Urban Af-
fairs (NIUA) in Delhi along
with experts from the coun-
try and UK.

A seminar organised
jointly by the British Li-
brary, Ahmedabad and
CEPT University on Monday
in the CEPT premises, enti-
tled 'City Form - India, Sus-
tainable Development for In-
dian Cities' discussed the ef.
fects of the relatively fast
growing cities on varicus

Urban scan

The research would

be conducted by the stu-
dents of CEPT, SPA and
NIUA along with experts
from the country and UK
to find out how sustain-
ability can be achieved in
urban areas which is
important to address eco-
nomic, social and environ-
mental problems such as
poverty, social inequality
and depleting natural
resources

walks of life. The seminar
was delivered by re-
searchers duo - Shibu Ra-
man and Nicola Demsey

from Oxford Brooks Univer-
sity, UK, who have done ex-
tensive researches in some
of the European cities. They

now look towards the im;h.a.u_

cities for morein depth re-
search work.,

While deliberating on the
topic, Raman, a research fiel-
low in Oxford Brookes Uni-
versity said, "With its cur-
rent population of 286 mil-
lion people which is expect-
ed to double by 2030, the In-
dian cities are growing rap-
idly in a different and com-
plex manner; It is critical to
examine the urban form's
contribution towards the
sustainability of Indian

h

cities as these areas are
growing at a rapid rate.”

Dempsey, a post-doctoral

researcher in  Oxford
Brookes University said, "It
is vet to be determined how
much and to what extent
such urban forms in India
can provide sustainable 1iv-
ing environments for its
residents.” Finding out how
sustainability can be
achieved in such areas is
therefore critically impor-
tant to address economie,
social and environmental
problems such as poverty,
social ineguality and in-
creasing pressure on natural
regource,” she said.

The project would be sup-
ported by the British Coun-
cil and the ministry of ur-
ban developments in India.
"We have also applied to the
Engineering and Physical

m?é“a‘é“um%m%@“““”

would take one vear's time to
complete and wlll be in-
cluded in the students’ cur-
riculum,” Raman said

One of the two cities to be
studied would be either
Ahmedabad or a city near
to it and the other
city would be in or around
Delhi. A suitable city would
be chosen by keeping in

mind the students’ conven- |

ience of mobility, the re-
searchers said.




