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Sustainable urban form in the Indian urban context
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Key findings from the literature review
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Literature review focus

Context of rapid urbanisation and decentralised
urban governance and increasing importance of
market sector and NGOs in service provision

Urban form elements at various scales
Infrastructure
Density

Land use

. Transport
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Infrastructural needs

Basic service provision, particularly in high-density areas

Incl. water drainage and sanitation, solid waste management

Affordable housing
Appropriate social and built form mix
How is neighbourhood formed

socio-demographically/ socio-economically? i

What is the mix of high/ low-density built form? e ¥

Location/ accessibility of housing=>work?
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Density

A measurement tool? An ins
. Can spatially limit o

. Reducing infrastructure ¢g
access to services

Multiple dimensions of d '
. How high is ‘too high’?
. Perceived versus actual
. What is acceptable?

. When is privacy lost? .f‘,
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1988 National Commission on Urbanization recommended:

oLOW-rise high density built form will contribute to
protecting green spaces, reducing travel distances,
reducing construction material usage and promoting

economies of scale.
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The nature and extent of
land use mix?
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Land use
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Land use

Traditionally demarcated in Masterplan

Zonal planning — not favoured in recent ‘sustainable’ plans

Limitations of masterplans

.......
I

No account of land supply/ market forc } 3
availability

Artificial shortage of urban land

Housing becomes unaffordable and can
development ~ :
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alternative®

CDP: City Development Plan
oMore inclusive than masterplanning
oShort-term: 5 yr investment plan to prioritise areas
Needs to be longer-term (>25-30yrs; Singapore-concept plans)
oCity autonomy is restricted by:
Limited resources
. State-controlled decision making

Planning institutions lack capacity to prepare inclusive CPDs




Transport infrastructure

Communication is fundamental
Integrated (public) transport development
. New developments need to be better linked
. Market-led development along communication routes
Accessible facilities

. Approaches to provide access to education, health care,
recreation, retail to create hubs corresponding to market
demands (e.g. transit-oriented development)




conference 2012 §
Jan onRew Belhi [
Access/ transport/ layout

Spatial arrangement/ configuration of elements (street

scale) =RV
Strong historical legacy ﬁ%ﬂ%lm&%
TITTN

What is accessible at what scale (+ density)? —

. By whom? Pedestrians/ vehicles?

. Quality of service is influential
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Summary

LR highlights potential impacts
of/ for urban form

Literature Issues to be

Social/ economic/ roviow ) Sxaminedin
environmental/ institutional/
local contextual

Data collection in 2 Indian
cities begins to shed light o
the complex interrelationship
between urban form and
sustainabillity

Implications
of findings

= and scope

for further
research




